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Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts and Little Rock School District  

Launch Strategic Partnership for Student Enrichment 
 

New Program Ensures All Fourth Graders Visit AMFA 
    
 

September 22, 2023 (LITTLE ROCK, Ark.) – The Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts (AMFA) and Little Rock 

School District (LRSD) together announced today the launch of the “AMFA 4th Grade School Tour 

Program,” a collaborative new initiative ensuring all LRSD fourth graders have access to visiting the 

museum during the 2023-2024 school year. The AMFA 4th Grade School Tour Program guarantees 

LRSD’s estimated 1,575 fourth grade students will enjoy a docent-guided school tour at AMFA. 

 

“The museum is an important partner in education for our community, its educators, and its students,” 

says AMFA’s Executive Director, Dr. Victoria Ramirez. “The AMFA 4th Grade School Tour Program is a 

clear demonstration that art and learning in a museum setting are essential tools for students’ growth and 

development, allowing each child to see themselves within the art and grasp the value that creativity 

holds in our society and culture.”  

 

In the important transition from third to fifth grade, studies show students become more independent and 

self-aware. At this critical age, students are able to understand new points of view and develop longer 

attention spans, often equating their sense of creativity with the ability to create art. 

 

Through a series of engaging discussions and activities that support self-expression and self-confidence, 

AMFA docents help students connect to the art on view and learn about the ideas, media, and processes 

of artists. 

   

“Our docents – many of whom are educators or former educators – understand the impact and the power 

of art on children’s imagination. Students are presented with new perspectives and diverse viewpoints, 

https://usw2.nyl.as/t1/165/322gib6l5eve5t3f5k8jmio97/0/15e25d3c833b954b35c65708d905757b94a84563cbf2cc98107f6a3729bfea11


building curiosity and investigative skills during this critical time in their growth and academic career,” 

explains AMFA’s Director of Community Engagement, Chris Revelle.   

 

This strategic alliance between AMFA and LRSD aims to enhance student education through early 

exposure to the arts while bolstering the thriving arts sector in Central Arkansas. 

 

"We extend our heartfelt gratitude to AMFA for their invaluable partnership, which not only enriches the 

lives of our students, but also reflects their deep commitment to providing all children – especially those 

who may not have the chance otherwise – with the opportunity to experience the wonder of a museum of 

this caliber right in our own backyard,” shared LRSD Superintendent, Dr. Jermall Wright. “This beautiful 

facility is helping us #ReimagineLRSD through powerful partnerships and connecting our students to a 

creative world of endless possibilities.” 

 

AMFA 4th Grade School Tour Program is supported by the Alice L. Walton Foundation. 

 

The Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts is supported in part by the Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts 

Foundation; Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts Foundation Board of Directors; Arkansas Museum of Fine 

Arts Board of Trustees; Windgate Foundation; City of Little Rock; City of North Little Rock; and Arkansas 

Arts Council, an agency of the Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism, and the National 

Endowment for the Arts. 

 

Photos from the press conference may be accessed in AMFA's press kit. 

 
### 

 
 
About the Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts: 

Founded in 1937, the Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts is the largest cultural institution of its kind in the 

state, offering a unique blend of visual, educational, and performing arts experiences. AMFA is committed 

to featuring diverse media and artistic perspectives within its permanent collection as well as through 

rotating temporary exhibitions. AMFA’s international collection spans eight centuries, with strengths in 

works on paper, and includes notable holdings by artists from Arkansas, the South, and across the United 

States and Europe.  

 

With a vibrant mix of ideas, cultures, people, and places, the museum extends its commitment to artistic 

diversity through the innovative Windgate Art School, a dynamic children’s theatre and performing arts 

program, and community-focused educational programs for all ages. Located in Little Rock’s oldest urban 

green space, MacArthur Park, AMFA’s landmark building and grounds are designed by Studio Gang and 

SCAPE, in collaboration with Polk Stanley Wilcox Architects. 

 

https://arkmfa.org/press-kit/images/events/


About the Little Rock School District: 

The Little Rock School District is the state’s second largest district, serving more than 21,000 students. 

LRSD added the new 400,000 SQF, state-of-the-art Little Rock Southwest Magnet High School to its 

educational fleet in 2020 with a capacity of 2,200 students and is poised to open two additional schools. 

The District has the distinction of having three national Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence; nearly 200  

teachers with National Board Certification; and historically within the past decade, the most National Merit 

Semifinalists in the state. LRSD is also home to the 2019 Arkansas Teacher of the Year and consistently 

ranks among the top award recipients in STEM-related competitions and the performing/creative arts. 

 

 


